[Echography in prostatitis].
In many infertile patients abnormalities in sperm are due to prostatic inflammatory disease. In the male reproductive system temporary episodes of inflammation, caused by newly discovered micro-organisms such as Chlamydia Trachomatis and Ureaplasma Urealyticum, may occur frequently and cause sub-clinical inflammation. This rapidly became chronic and induce the development of anti-spermatozoon antibodies. This latent clinical pattern and lack of symptoms often means diagnosis is late and medical treatment inadequate. In recent years attention has been focused on transrectal ultrasonography as a possible gold standard for diagnosing prostatic inflammatory disease. Widespread use of technologically advanced instruments has significantly improved the quality and definition of prostatic images. This paper discusses the current role of transrectal ultrasonography in the diagnosis of prostatic inflammatory disease. Abnormalities in the ultrasound pattern, caused by infection, are analyzed in detail and discussed critically in order to assess their role as markers of prostatic inflammation.